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2016 has been a good year for the Cornwall group of Plant Heritage. We have had a broad 
selection of meetings and events and in the process raised some much needed money to aid 
plant conservation. Thanks to everybody who came and supported events, I hope you had a 
good time. We have a program of events in preparation for 2017 and I hope I get to see you 
all at some time in the coming year. Suggestions for events and ways in which we can 
improve things are always welcome and we will include them as soon as possible. 

Echeveria colorata brandtii . View in the National 
Collection of Phyllostachys .

Primula 'Belarina 
Valentine' .

In February we held our annual meeting. After the reports for the year we heard from some 
of the National Collection holders about how the year had gone. Brian and Heather Hiley 
hold the National Collection of Echeveria. They brought a selection of plants to show the 
diversity of leaf colour and form to be found among these remarkable succulents. Mike Bell 
showed us some culms from the National Collection of Phyllostachys and Caroline Stone 
showed us pictures from her National Collection of Double Primroses. It was good to see a 
selection of the remarkable plants she has located and she shared with us her 'wants list' of 
old cultivars that may still exist in some gardens. I talked briefly about the National 
Collection of Nepenthes which was located in Cornwall. It has been one of those excellent 
situations in conservation. When it was time for the collection holder to give it up, it found a 
new home at Chester Zoo where it is going from strength to strength. 
I am currently building an online resource showing pictures from this collection to record its 
scope and achievements while in Cornwall. I hope that other collection holders will allow us 
to make similar records of their collections as they develop through the years. It isn't always 
possible to keep collections going but at the very least we can leave a public record so that 
future generations can see what was achieved.
After lunch Charlie Pridham talked to us about his experience of importing plants from the 
USA to extend the range of his National Collection of Lapageria. Among the good advice 
was the suggestion that anybody planning to import plants should get into contact with Plant 
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Health as soon as possible to smooth the process. He said that it had been hard work and 
quite worrying, but ultimately worth the effort.
Lee Stenning gave us an interesting introduction to the National Collection of Camellia held 
at Mount Edgecumbe. They have over a thousand cultivars spread through the park. He 
provided a very useful taster for our first visit of the year. 

Camellia 'Buttermint'. Mount Edgecumbe Country 
Park.

Camellia 'Cara Mia' .

In March we visited Mount Edgecumbe to see the Camellia in flower. A little bit of sunshine 
at the start of the year can make the landscape glow with colour and the views across the sea 
from Mount Edgcumbe can be spectacular. Unfortunately ....(you can probably guess the 
rest). The greyness and the mist didn't lift all day. The light drizzle that had spent the first 
part of the morning soaking the ground and the flowers spent the second part of the morning 
soaking through my raincoat. Fortunately the Camellias were looking fantastic and the 
location has a mysterious majesty wrapped in fog. Fortunately Mount Edgecumbe has a 
magnificent cafe and a hot coffee tastes a lot better when the mug is warming cold hands. 
The plants were looking wonderful and Cornwall is lucky to have such a comprehensive 
collection to visit. It certainly gave me a few suggestions for plants I would like to add to my 
garden. It also demonstrates how many cultivars there are in cultivation, and how few of 
them are popular enough to be secure. If you have space for a Camellia in your garden, take 
a trip to Mount Edgecumbe and pick one of the less usual cultivars and support their 
conservation by cultivation! 

Crusea coccinea . HPS sale day. Potentilla recta 'Sulphurea' .

In May we had a sales table at the Hardy Plant Society Sale. It is a good event for us to 
attend. The people who visit are all interested in plants and gardening and understand the 
importance of growing and distributing plants to keep them secure. Over the years I have 
been able to get a number of plants from small nurseries that would not be viable to as large 
scale producer and that are at risk of disappearing from cultivation. It was good to have a 
chance to chat to some of the members, and I like to think that all the other visitors were 
potential members. Something to work on in future years!
Thank you to all those who brought plants for sale. For Plant Heritage it is a double win. In 
practical terms we distribute a diversity of plants to new owners, and help ensure their 
conservation in cultivation. In addition we raise some cash. As well as boosting the Cornish 
coffers this year, we have been able to make a donation to head office to support the cause 
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nationally. It is a double win, so double thanks to all those who supported us.
I remember selling Crusea coccinea, a wonderful trailing Mexican species with bright red 
tubular flowers pollinated by hummingbirds. It can be a little tender so it is just the thing for 
the milder gardens of Cornwall. We can help to keep it safe in the years when it suffers in 
the rest of the country. The lemon yellow flowers of Potentilla recta 'Sulphurea' are very 
beautiful and it is good to spread it around gardens. It isn't compact and can look a bit 
ragged after flowering so there is always the danger that it will die away from neglect. We 
also sold some lovely Artemisia lactiflora. It is one of the best perennial species for the 
Cornish climate and made a great contribution to the money raised on the day. 

Disa Unifoam. Ragged garden. Sarracenia flava .

In June I had my annual open evening. We were lucky to have a lovely sunny evening and it 
was nice to meet everyone again. The Sarracenia collection looks its best in mid-summer 
and this year the Disa orchids had started to produce their startling scarlet flowers. My 
garden is a little ragged at the edges (and through the middle if I'm honest), but I hope 
people enjoyed the evening and if not, well, there's always cake! 

Clematis 'Alba Luxurians' . Roseland House. Clematis 'Poldice' .

The following month we visited Charlie and Liz Pridham in Chacewater to see the National 
Collection of Clematis viticella. Another perfect day, the sun shone through the fragile 
flowers and illuminated this lovely, classical English garden. Clematis viticella produces a 
great variety of forms so that there is a colour for every suitable situation. In Charlie and 
Liz's garden historical forms rub shoulders with the latest selections. A visit in season left 
me walking round my own garden looking for spaces. Fortunately Charlie and Liz have built 
a garden that is a master-class in how to combine plants to get the maximum seasonal effect. 
It also shows that there is always space for one more Clematis! 

Marsh Villa Gardens. Digitalis x mertonensis. Marsh Villa Gardens.
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The summer turned into a long and dreamy seasaon, warm days and just enough rain to keep 
thoughts of drought at bay. After a damp start, the years meetings have basked in the 
sunshine and things were no different when we visited Marsh Villa in August. Judith 
Stephens and her husband have built a very remarkable garden in the Par River valley, just a 
matter of feet above the water level. Immaculate lawns flow through the space like a green 
flood, guided and shaped by the borders. The planting is bold, harmonious and unusual. I 
have never seen Digitalis x mertonensis used so effectively and the stylish positioning of 
Miscanthus nepalensis meant that I bought one the next time I saw it. As it turned out it was 
to be the last meeting of the year - our trip to Lamorran had to be cancelled at the last 
moment. I hope you weren't too disappointed, but we are planning to visit in spring when the 
garden should be looking fresh and bright. 

The New Year brings with it a new program of events. Once again we ahave tried to 
organise a mix of events with a focus on visits to gardens and National Collections. Please 
let us have any suggestions of places you would like to visit, it is always useful to hear other 
people's opinions.
We start the year with our Annual Meeting, 10.30am, Tuesday 31st January 2017. Once 
again we are delighted to be holding it at Roseland House, Chacewater, Truro TR4 8QB. We 
will start with coffee and carry it through to the Annual Meeting. Once the business part of 
the meeting has been concluded we will be hearing from some of the local National 
Collections. Many thanks in advance to Liz Pridham who is preparing lunch for us. In the 
afternoon we have three short talks lined up. Alistair will be talking about sharing plant 
information. Charlie will be exploring the way plants grow and behave and I will be looking 
at different ways of conserving plants. I am also hoping to provide an introduction to our 
new Plant Nannies project, with a full launch planned for the autumn.
The day will end at 4.00pm.
We look forward to seeing everyone again, last years meeting was great fun and this one is 
looking better (if I have been a bit vague, the final details are still being confirmed). Please 
let me know if you will be coming (just so that we can plan catering) and let us know any 
special dietary requirements - Liz is a genius and will accommodate them!
Lunch and refreshments are provided free to members. (Non members are welcome while 
there are spaces available, there will be a small charge to cover lunch).

ANNUAL MEETING
TUESDAY 31st JANUARY 2017. 10.30am - 4.00pm.

ROSELAND HOUSE, CHACEWATER, TRURO, TR4 8QB.

Contact: John Sirkett: cornwallplantheritage@gmail.com (01209) 215931

] 

A full program for the year will be available at the Annual Meeting and it will be sent out to 
members shortly after. In March we hope to visit Heligan and in April we will be visiting 
Lamorran. We are attending the Hardy Plant Society sale in Truro in May, and this is a good 
time to make an advance appeal for plants - please pot something up for us, this is our major 
fund-raiser of the year!
In June we are visiting Hidden Valley Gardens - Tricia and Peter have some remarkable 
collections of plants. In July I hold my open evening, a chance to get together and for me to 
show off the Sarracenia. (I am quite shameless!) In September we will be launching the 
Plant Nannies event at Tremenheere (perhaps in association with their autumn plant sale - it 
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is still being organised) and we will end in October with another visit to my garden to see 
the Nerine in flower. Several hundred cultivars have more or less displaced everything else 
from a 40ft greenhouse. It may rain or snow and the wind may howl but it will be bright!

Hidden Valley Gardens. Nerine. Tremenheere.

John Sirkett. 

cornwallplantheritage@gmail.com
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